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Letter to 

Editor
Best Researcher Award to 

Dr.P.Praveen Raj
Sir,

It is heartening to note that the head of the Department of Bariatric Surgery 
of GEM hospital also known for his health awareness initiatives has been con-
ferred the “Best Researcher Award” for his research contributions in the field 
of Bariatric Surgery by the Indian Association of Gastrointestinal Endosurgeons 
(IAGES) during their annual conference recently.

Dr.Praveen Raj is among only four surgeons in the country and only one 
from South India to be conferred this prestigious South India to be conferred 
this prestigious honour. The award comes with a plaque and one lac INR 
price money. He shall be contributing this fund for further research for the 
Post Graduate students of Gem Hospital.

It is important to note that Dr.Praveen Raj is the President elect of the Obesity 
Surgery Society of India and President of Internatioal Excellence Federation 
in Bariatric Surgery India Chapter.

India needs more researchers.

S.Gopalan,

 Maraimalai Nagar

V.V.S.Manian
“The essential ingredient 
of politics is timing.” 
Pierre Trudeau
One of the timely and 
positive moves of Modi 
is to initiate a meeting 
between the Kashmiri 
leadership and BJP 
government. This is the 
first and crucial meeting 
after the centre scrapped 
Article 370. The alliance 
leaders responded 
positively on 22nd June 
to the invitation from the 
Union Home Secretary 
to meet the PM.
Modi chose the right 
time to invite the leaders 
of Gupkar allies for 
a smooth setting of 
“political equilibrium” 
with regard to the Union 
Territory. The atmosphere 
across the country is 
not very comfortable 
for BJP. The country is 
battered by the pandemic 
and a severe economic 
downturn. The electoral 
loss in WB and brewing 
crisis in UP for leadership 
and internal disturbances 
in many states are causes 
of worry to them. BJP 
and its leadership have 
to reinvent some quick 
positive steps to restore 
its credibility and gain 
public confidence.
At this juncture, any 
rupture from the Kashmir 

Valley will only cause 
greater erosion of public 
faith in BJP.  Modi’s 
decision for a tete a tete 
with Kashmir leaders is a 
good diplomatic attempt. 
The meeting, which took 
place on Thursday, went 
smoothly indicating that 
some positive things 
might happen in the 
valley which has been 
swept by a whirlwind of 
uncertainty and unrest. 
The invited leaders of 
the alliance included NC 
Dr. Farooq Abdullah, 
PDP’s  Mehbooba Mufti, 
and CP(M)’s Mohammad 
Yousuf Tarigami apart 
from Modi, Amit Shah, 
National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval and Jammu 
and Kashmir Lt.Governor 
Manoj Sinha and BJP 
national president JP 
Nadda and Home 
Secretary. The other 
leaders who participated 
in the meeting  included 

Congress Gulam Nabi 
Azad, Tara Chand, Omar 
Abdullah, GA Mir, Altaf 
Bukari, Sajad Gani Lone, 
Prof. Bheem Singh, 
Ravinder Raina, Nirmal 
Singh and Kavinder 
Gupta.
Blooming hope
The pro-people oriented 
meeting focused on 
elections in the UT 
which is underway. The  
leaders kept 5 demands 
in the meeting- grant of 
statehood soon, conduct 
assembly elections, 
rehabilitation of Kashmiri 
Pundits in J&K  , political  
detainees should be 
released and on domicile 
rules. All political parties 
agreed that there should 
be peace in the valley 
and a government should 
come there democratically 
which is also the agenda 
of the Centre to restore 
normalcy in J&K.
The meeting also 

discussed in detail the 
implementation of many 
pro-people initiatives. 
Modi expressed his 
satisfaction with the 
developments in J&K 
and said the goal was 
to give fresh hope to the 
aspirations among the 
people. Modi appealed 
that everyone should 
work in national interest 
so that people in the 
valley benefit. He said 
that safety and security 
needs to be ensured for 
all in J&K. He wants 
to remove the “Dilli ki 
Duri” and “Dil Ki Duri”. 
The 24th meeting will be 
historic if elections are 
conducted and normalcy 
is restored in J&K with 
the full cooperation of 
all the political parties. 
Then, BJP will restore 
its stature to Himalayan 
heights.

New Delhi, June 27:  
Sajan Prakash on 

Saturday became the first-
ever Indian swimmer to 
qualify for the Olympic 
Games by breaching 
the ‘A’ standard time, 
clocking 1:56:38 seconds 
in the men’s 200m 
butterfly event at the 
Sette Colli Trophy in 
Rome, Italy.  

 The Games ‘A’ 
standard was set at 
1:56.48 seconds and 
the 27-year-old Prakash 
completed the run 0.10 
seconds faster at the 
FINA-accredited Olympic 
qualifier.  

 “Historic moment 
in Indian Swimming !!! 

Sajan Prakash breaks 
the glass ceiling clocks 
1:56.38 an Olympic 
qualification time. 
CONGRATULATIONS,” 
tweeted Swimming 
Federation of India.  

 Sajan also rewrote 
his own national record 
of 1:56.96s that he 
had set last week at 
the Belgrade Trophy 
swimming competition.  

 This will be Sajan’s 
second successive 
Olympics, having 
represented India in the 
2016 Rio Games. 

He will take part in the 
Tokyo Games alongside 
Maana Patel, who has 
been nominated by the 

Swimming Federation of 
India for the Universality 
places.  

 Sajan’s direct 
qualification means 
Srihari Nataraj, who 
missed the ‘A’ the 100m 
men’s backstroke by 
0.05s in Rome on Friday, 
will not be competing in 
the Tokyo Games despite 
being nominated for the 
Universality places.  

The Universality quota 
allows one male and one 
female competitor from a 
country to participate in 
the Olympics, provided 
no other swimmer from 
the same gender qualifies 
for the Games or receives 
a FINA invite based 

Sajan is first-ever Indian 
swimmer to make Olympic cut

Patiala, June 27:  
T am i l  Na d u’ ’ s  S 

Dhanalakshmi won the 
100m dash at the National 
Inter-State Championships 
while national record 
holder Dutee Chand 
finished fourth on a day 
when another star sprinter 
Hima Das did not start 
after injuring herself in 
the heat races, putting her 
in doubt for the Tokyo 
Olympics.  
All the competitors 

i n  women’ ’ s  100m 
final race returned with 
mediocre timings even 
as Dhanalakshmi emerged 
as the fastest woman of 
the tournament, clocking 
11.52 seconds, ahead of 
Sri Lanka’’s Amasha de 
Silva (11.59) and Archana 
Suseendran (11.60) of 
Tamil Nadu.  
Dutee, who had clocked 

11.17 seconds in the 
Indian Grand Prix 4 
earlier this week at the 
same NIS tracks to shatter 
her own national record, 
finished fourth with 
a time of 11.62. She 
was seen having some 
discomfort while crossing 
the finishing line.  
Dutee though is likely to 

qualify for the Olympics 
on the basis of world 
rankings as she is sitting 
pretty at 41st spot in the 
Road to Tokyo list. Fifty-
six athletes will compete 
in the Tokyo Olympics 
women’s 100m race.  
Hima, who has had a 

lower back injury problem 
for a long time, did not 
start in the final after 
sustaining a muscle pull 
during the 100m heats 
in the morning session. 
The extent of her injury 

TN’s Dhanalakshmi wins 100m; 
injured Hima may miss Tokyo

Madurai, June 27:  
The homecare packages 

for Covid positive patients 
launched by Meenakshi 
Mission Hospital in July 
last year in Madurai have 
crossed the significant 
milestone of 500 patient 
enrollments, helping the 
city recover from the 
pandemic and lighten the 
burden on its hospital 
infrastructure.   
The 14-day homecare 

packages, meant for 
patients who are Covid-19 
positive but show mild 
symptoms or have no 
symptoms at all, are 
affordable, starting at 
Rs 15,000. A week-

long homecare package, 
meant for post-recovery 
Covid patients after 
their discharge from the 
hospital, costs Rs 10,000.  
Said Dr. S. Gurushankar, 

Chairman, Meenakshi 
M i s s i o n  H o s p i t a l , 
Madurai: “Our home 
care packages for Covid 
patients in Madurai have 
been extremely popular. 
Majority of such patients 
show no symptoms at 
all or have very mild 
symptoms. They can self-
isolate themselves in the 
comfort of their home and 
there’s no need for them 
to rush to a hospital. By 
enrolling more than 500 

patients in our homecare 
program in the last one 
year, we helped ease the 
burden on Madurai’s over-
crowded hospitals, freeing 
up bed capacity for more 
serious Covid patients. 
Patients availing our 
homecare packages were 
between 20 to 60 years 
of age, and most of them 
successfully recovered 
from Covid at home. We 
also introduced a week-
long homecare package 
for Covid patients who 
got hospitalized but were 
discharged after treatment. 
This also proved to be 
very popular.”  

Meenakshi Mission Hospital COVID 
homecare package helps Madurai recover

Modi govt 
harassing 

farmers since 
2014: Cong

could not be ascertained 
officially.   But it is learnt 
that the Assam athlete is 
highly unlikely to run the 

200m race scheduled on 
Sunday as well as the 
women’s 4x100m relay 
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on his or her Olympic 
Selection time (B time).  

 The Kerala 
swimmer had always 
been optimistic about 
breaching the elusive ‘A’ 
mark.  

 “This is not my peak 
yet, when I peak after 
some skill sharpening, 
after that I think it (A 
mark) will happen. I have 
to be patient for that,” 
he had told PTI in April 
after he clocked 1.57.85s 
in the Uzbekistan Open 
Championship.  

 Since then he has 
constantly improved 
his time. Last week, 
in the Belgrade Trophy 
swimming competition 
he had clocked 1:56.96 
seconds.  

 It was a good day 
for Indian swimming 
as TOPS developmental 
swimmer Kenisha Gupta 
also created a national 
record.  

The Mumbai swimmer 
clocked 57.35 second in 
the 100m freestyle event 
at the Rome event. 

New Delhi, June 27:  
The Modi government 

has been harassing 
farmers not just for the 
last seven months of their 
protest against the three 
farm laws, but since it 
came to power seven 
years ago, the Congress 
alleged on Saturday.  

 Party chief 
spokesperson Randeep 
Surjewala also posed a 
set of seven questions to 
the central government, 
asking whether it was 
working on a policy to 
“tire and drive away, 
harass and defeat, 
defame and divide” the 
protesting farmers by 
conspiring against them.  

The protest against 
the laws by farmers 
camping at various Delhi 
border points began 
in November last year 
and they are demanding 
that the legislations be 
withdrawn.  

“Even though farmers 
are sitting on an agitation 
since November last year, 
the Modi government 
has been conspiring 
to harass them for the 
last seven years ever 
since it came to power 
in 2014 by bringing the 
Land Acquisition Act to 
take away their land,” 
Surjewala said.  

The Government and 
farmer unions have held 
11 rounds of talks so far, 
the last being on January 
22, to break the deadlock 
and end the protest. 
Talks have not resumed 
following widespread 
violence during a tractor 
rally by protesting  
farmers on January 26.  

The Supreme Court 
has put on hold the 
implementation of the 
laws till further orders and 
has set up a committee 
to find solutions, and it 
has already submitted its 
report.  
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